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ESTATE OF W. C. YARBROUGH

Marcr 19, 1958.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House and ordered
to be printed

Mr. Dononvug, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the
following

REPORT

[To accompany H. R. 6932]

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill
(H. R. 6932), for the relief of the estate of W. C. Yarbrough, having
considered the same, report favorably thereon without amendment
and recommend that the bill do pass.

PURPOSE

The purpose of the proposed legislation is to pay the estate of
W. C. Yarbrough, deceased, the sum of $658.92 in full settlement of
its claims against the United States for the payment of the total
amount of 67 post office money orders which were purchased by the
decedent at Altamahaw, Greensboro, Burlington, and Glen Raven,
N. C., and Newport News, Va., between December 23, 1931 and
October 11, 1935 inclusive, and were not presented for payment
prior to the enactment of the act of June 8, 1955 which prohibits
payment of post office money orders after 20 years from the last day
of the month of original issue and bars claims therefor unless filed
within the same period.
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ESTATE OF W. C. YARBROUGH

STATEMENT

W. C. Yarbrough of Yanceville, N. C., died April 29, 1956. Under
his will his widow, Mrs. Ida S. Yarbrough, was appointed the executor
of his estate. In going over his business and personal papers she
found a small cardboard box which contained 67 unpaid post office
money orders amounting to $658.92. These orders were dated in the
early 1930’s. At that time one E. B. Matkins was a collector for the
late W. C. Yarbrough and the money orders referred to in the bill
represented collections on washing machines which had been sold on
the installment plan. Sixty-six of the money orders were made out
to Mr. Yarbrough, and one to E. B. Matkins. These money orders
were purchased as collections were made, and had been sent to
Mr. Yarbrough. From the evidence presented to the committee it
appears that Mr. Yarbrough allowed the money orders to accumulate
during this time because he was convinced that his money would be
more secure in that form than if deposited in the banks of that day.

When his widow found the money orders in 1956 she presented them
for payment, and was informed that they could not be honored. In
its report to this committee on the bill the Post Office Department
states that if the Congress should see fit to grant the relief provided
for in the bill it would not oppose enactment of the measure. That
report states that the records of the Department covering the money
orders purchased by Mr. Yarbrough have not been destroyed, and in
checking those records those money orders remain unpaid.

In view of the unusual circumstances of this case, and the statements
of the Post Office Department, this committee has concluded that this

matter merits legislative relief. Accordingly this committee recom-
mends that the bill be favorably considered.

The following is a list of postal money orders which was furnished
the committee and sets forth the postal money orders with which
H. R. 6932 is concerned:
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Date of
purchase

Glen Raven, N. C Oct. 11,1935

d 4,1935
. 22,1935
. 21,1934
. 21,1934

3, 1934
. 5,1934
. 28,1934
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Altamahaw, N:O=
Gle% Raven, N. C

do
Altamahaw, N. C
Gler(leaven, N.C
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3 23 1933
. 19 1933
1,1933

do
Altamahaw, N. C
Glen Raven, N. C
Altamahaw, N. C.
Glen Raven, N. C
Altamahaw, N. C__..

n, N. C
Altamahaw, N. C_.
Glen Raven, N. C_.
Altamahaw, N. C..
Glen Raven, N. C__
Altamahaw, N. C
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Jan.

July
June
May
May
Feb.
Jan.

Burlmvton N. C.
Newport D \ews, Va. (Station 1)__
Altaénahaw N.C

do
Jan, 18,1932
Dec. 30,1931
Dec. 23,1931
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OrricE oF THE PosTMASTER GENERAL,
Washington, D. C., October 21, 1957,
Hon. EManurL CELLER,
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary,
House of Representatives.

Dzar Mg. CrairMan: Reference is made to your request for a
report on H. R. 6932, a bill for the relief of the estate of W. C. Yar-
brough.

Tk?e measure would appropriate the sum of $658.92 to be paid by
the Secretary of the Treasury to the estate of W. C. Yarbrough, late
of Yanceyville, N. C., as reimbursement and settlement of claims
against the United States for payment of the total amount of 67 post
office money orders which the decedent purchased at Altamahaw,
Greensboro, Burlington, and Glen Raven, N. C., and N ewport News,
Va., between December 23, 1931, and October 11, 1935. The money
orders were not presented for payment prior to the effective date of
section 2 of the act of June 8, 1955 (69 Stat. 87;39 U. S. C. 728a),
which bars payment of money orders after 20 years from the last day
of the month of original issue.

The effect of H. R. 6932 would be to waive this statute of limitations.

Ordinarily this Department would oppose the waiver of the statute
of limitations, since it defeats the intent and purpose of Congress in
enacting the act of June 8, 1955. However, the records of the Depart-
ment covering the money orders purchased by Mr. Yarbrough have
not yet been destroyed. Consequently, it has been possible for the
Department to check its records against the list of money orders
furnished by Congressman Scott, the sponsor of H. R. 6932. All of
the money orders listed remain unpaid, according to our records.

If, in view of these circumstances and the basic intent of Congress
in the enactment of the act of June 8, 1955, the Congress should deter-
mine that the statute of limitations should be waived in this case,
this Department will not oppose enactment of the measure.

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there would be no objec-
tion to the submission of this report to the committee.

Sincerely yours,

E. O. Sessioxs,
Deputy Postmaster General.
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